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Despite advances in feminism, the "law of the father" remains the dominant model of Western psychological
and cultural analysis, and the law of the mother continues to exist as an underdeveloped and marginal
concept. In her radical rereading of the Greek myth, Oresteia, Amber Jacobs hopes to rectify the occlusion of
the mother and reinforce her role as an active agent in the laws that determine and reinforce our cultural
organization.

According to Greek myth, Metis, Athena's mother, was Zeus's first wife. Zeus swallowed Metis to prevent
her from bearing children who would overthrow him. Nevertheless, Metis bore Zeus a child-Athena-who
sprang forth fully formed from his head. In Aeschylus's Oresteia, Athena's motherless status functions as a
crucial justification for absolving Orestes of the crime of matricide. In his defense of Orestes, Zeus argues
that the father is more important than the mother, using Athena's "motherless" birth as an example.

Conducting a close reading of critical works on Aeschylus's text, Jacobs reveals that psychoanalytic theorists
have unwittingly reproduced the denial of Metis in their own critiques. This repression, which can be found
in the work of Sigmund Freud and Melanie Klein as well as in the work of more contemporary theorists such
as André Green and Luce Irigaray, has resulted in both an incomplete analysis of Oresteia and an inability to
account for the fantasies and unconscious processes that fall outside the oedipal/patricidal paradigm.

By bringing the story of Athena's mother, Metis, to the forefront, Jacobs challenges the primacy of the
Oedipus myth in Western culture and psychoanalysis and introduces a bold new theory of matricide and
maternal law. She finds that the Metis myth exists in cryptic forms within Aeschylus's text, uncovering what
she terms the "latent content of the Oresteian myth," and argues that the occlusion of the law of the mother is
proof of the patriarchal structures underlying our contemporary social and psychic realities. Jacobs's work
not only provides new insight into the Oresteian trilogy but also advances a postpatriarchal model of the
symbolic order that has strong ramifications for psychoanalysis, feminism, and theories of representation, as
well as for clinical practice and epistemology.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Hockaday:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother.

Heather Vazquez:

This On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother without we comprehend teach
the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry On
Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother having very good arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Harold Esparza:

The reason why? Because this On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Sherry Francis:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is usually On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the
Law of the Mother. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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