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The fourth-century ascetic flight to the desert indelibly marked Christianity. The faithful who did not
embrace the austerity of the desert admired those who did and sought them out for counsel and consolation.
The 'words' the monks gave were collected and passed around among those too far away or too feeble to
make the trek themselves - or lived generations later. Previously available only in fragments, these Sayings
of the Desert Fathers are now accessible in its entirety in English for the first time. We have a great deal to
learn from their integrity and their unrelenting courage, from their vision of Cod - so Holy, so great,
possessed of such a love, that nothing less than one's whole being could respond to it. These were men and
women who had reached a humility of which we have no idea, because it is not rooted in an hypocritical or
contrived depreciation of self, but in the vision of God, and a humbling experience of being so loved. They
were ascetics, ruthless to themselves, yet so human, so immensely compassionate not only to the needs of
men but also to their frailty and their sins; men and women wrapped in a depth of inner silence of which we
have no idea and who taught by 'Being', not by speech: 'If a man cannot understand my silence, he will never
understand my words.' If we wish to understand the sayings of the Fathers, let us approach them with
veneration, silencing our judgments and our own thoughts in order to meet them on their own ground and
perhaps to partake ultimately - if we prove able to emulate their earnestness in the search, their ruthless
determination, their infinite compassion—in their own silent communion with God.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Matthews:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical
Collection. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
go through.

John McKeever:

The knowledge that you get from The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical
Collection giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection instantly.

Audrey Mack:

The publication untitled The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Hayden Wright:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The
Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It
is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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