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The Book of Knowledge and Wonder is a memoir about claiming a legacy of wonder from knowledge of a
devastating event. In some ways it has the feel of a detective story in which Steven Harvey pieces together
the life of his mother, Roberta Reinhardt Harvey, who committed suicide when he was eleven, out of the 406
letters she left behind. Before he read the letters his mother had become little more than her death to him, but
while writing her story he discovered a woman who, despite her vulnerability to depression, had a large
capacity for wonder and a love of familiar things, legacies that she passed on to him.

The book tackles subjects of recent fascination in American culture: corporate life and sexism in the fifties,
mental illness and its influence on families, and art and learning as a consolation for life’s woes, but in the
end it is the perennial theme of abiding love despite the odds that fuels the tale. As the memoir unfolds, his
mother changes and grows, darkens and retreats as she gives up her chance at a career in nursing, struggles
with her position as a housewife, harbors paranoid delusions of having contracted syphilis at childbirth,
succumbs to a mysterious, psychic link with her melancholic father, and fights back against depression with
counseling, medicine, art, and learning.

Harvey charts the way, after his mother’s death, that he blotted out her memory almost completely in his new
family where his mother was rarely talked about, a protective process of letting go that he did not resist and
in a way welcomed, but the book grows out of a nagging longing that never went away, a sense of being
haunted that caused the writer to seek out places alone—dribbling a basketball on a lonely court, going on
long solitary bicycle rides, walking away from his family to the edge of a mountain overlook, and working
daily at his writing desk—where he might feel her presence.

In the end, the loss cannot be repaired. Her death, like a camera flash in the dark, blotted out all but a few
lingering memories of her in his mind, but the triumph of the book is in the creative collaboration between
the dead mother, speaking to her son in letters, and the writer piecing together the story from photographs,
snatches of memory, and her words so that he can, for the first time, know her and miss her, not some made
up idea of her. The letters do not bring her back—he knows the loss is irrevocable—but as he shaped them
into art, the pain, that had been nothing more than a dull throb, changed in character, becoming more diffuse
and ardent, like heartache.
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From reader reviews:

David Nester:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely The Book of Knowledge and Wonder.

Vanessa McGinty:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Book of Knowledge and Wonder can be the reply,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Susan Frame:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Book of Knowledge and Wonder can make you experience
more interested to read.

Jackie Thompson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Book of Knowledge and Wonder to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
The Book of Knowledge and Wonder can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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