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How did ancient Greek men and women deal with the uncertainty and risk of everyday life? What did they
fear most, and how did they manage their anxieties? Esther Eidinow sets side-by-side two collections of
material usually studied in isolation: binding curse tablets from across the ancient world, and the collection
of published private questions from the oracle at Dodona in north-west Greece. Eidinow uses these texts to
explore perceptions of risk and uncertainty in ancient society, challenging previous explanations.

In these records we hear voices that are rarely, if ever, heard in literary texts and history books. The
questions and curses in these tablets comprise fervent, sometimes ferocious appeals to the gods. The stories
they tell offer tantalizing glimpses of everyday life, carrying the reader through the teeming ancient city --
both its physical setting and its social dynamics. Among these tablets we find prostitutes and publicans,
doctors and soldiers, netmakers and silver-workers, actors and seamstresses. Anxious litigants ask the gods
to silence their opponents. Men inquire about the paternity of their children. Women beg the gods to help
them keep their men. Business rivals try to corner the market. Slaves plead to escape their masters.

This material takes us beyond the headlines of ancient history, offering new insights into institutions,
activities, and relationships. Above all, individually and together, these texts help us to understand some of
the ways in which ancient Greek men and women understood the world. In turn, the beliefs and activities of
an ancient culture may shed light on modern attitudes to risk.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among
the Ancient Greeks is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Brian Bauer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks as your daily resource
information.

India Mead:

This Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks is completely new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Oracles, Curses, and
Risk Among the Ancient Greeks can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for
your better life along with knowledge.

Joy Carlson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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