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This intriguing exploration of the post-Civil War period through its fiction and nonfiction illuminates
how the era spawned a new understanding of war veterans that lives on today.

Scholars of the Civil War era have commonly assumed that veterans of the Union and Confederate armies
effortlessly melted back into society and that they adjusted to the demands of peacetime with little or no
difficulty. Yet the path these soldiers followed on the road to reintegration was far more tangled. New
Men unravels the narrative of veteran reentry into civilian life and exposes the growing gap between how
former soldiers saw themselves and the representations of them created by late-nineteenth century American
society. In the early years following the Civil War, the concept of the "veteran" functioned as a marker
for what was assumed by soldiers and civilians alike to be a temporary social status that ended
definitively with army demobilization and the successful attainment of civilian employment. But in later
postwar years this term was reconceptualized as a new identity that is still influential today. It came to be
understood that former soldiers had crossed a threshold through their experience in the war, and they would
never be the same: They had become new men. Uncovering the tension between veterans and civilians in the
postwar era adds a new dimension to our understanding of the legacy of the Civil War. Reconstruction
involved more than simply the road to reunion and its attendant conflicts over race relations in the United
States. It also pointed toward the frustrating search for a proper metaphor to explain what soldiers had
endured.

A provocative engagement with literary history and historiography, New Men challenges the notion of
the Civil War as "unwritten" and alters our conception of the classics of Civil War literature. Organized
chronologically and thematically, New Men coherently blends an analysis of a wide variety of fictional and
nonfictional narratives. Writings are discussed in revelatory pairings that illustrate various aspects of veteran
reintegration, with a chapter dedicated to literature describing the reintegration experiences of African
Americans in the Union Army. New Men is at once essential reading for anyone who wants to understand
the origins of our concept of the "veteran" and a book for our times. It is an invitation to build on the
rich lessons of the Civil War veterans' experiences, to develop scholarship in the area of veterans studies, and
to realize the dream of full social integration for soldiers returning home.
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible New
Men: Reconstructing the Image of the Veteran in Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture
(Reconstructing America (FUP))? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Sheila Gallagher:

This New Men: Reconstructing the Image of the Veteran in Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature
and Culture (Reconstructing America (FUP)) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this New Men: Reconstructing the Image of the Veteran in
Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture (Reconstructing America (FUP)) can be among
the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this New
Men: Reconstructing the Image of the Veteran in Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture
(Reconstructing America (FUP)) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Stacey Eades:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be New Men: Reconstructing the Image of the Veteran in
Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture (Reconstructing America (FUP)) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Donna Gamble:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This New Men: Reconstructing the Image of
the Veteran in Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature and Culture (Reconstructing America (FUP)) is
simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not



have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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