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This beautiful catalogue provides a comprehensive history of pietre dure, a virtuoso form of hardstone

carving that reached an artistic peak in Italy in the 16th century and subsequently spread throughout Europe.

 

The demanding practice of pietre dure, first used in ancient times, enjoyed a spectacular revival in the

Renaissance and Baroque periods. By artistic cutting, semiprecious stones—agate, lapis lazuli, chalcedony,

and other colorful hardstones—were fashioned into extravagantly designed luxury objects such as table tops,

wall panels, cabinets, and ornate display vessels. Both as objects of desire and as diplomatic gifts, these

precious creations captivated the affluent societies of Europe. Art of the Royal Court presents 150

masterpieces of pietre dure, many of which are further embellished with gold and silver mounts or decorated

with exotic woods and other coveted materials. 
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From reader reviews:

Agatha Roughton:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre
Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) book because this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Salvatore Anthony:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe
(Metropolitan Museum of Art) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book has high quality.

Bertha Boone:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Art of the
Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) giving you
a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Kate Vasquez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but additionally novel and Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the



Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) or others sources were given information for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre
Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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