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"I think people marry far too much; it is such a lottery, and for a poor woman?bodily and morally the
husband's slave?a very doubtful happiness." ?Queen Victoria to her recently married daughter Vicky

Headstrong, high-spirited, and already widowed, Isabella Walker became Mrs. Henry Robinson at age 31 in
1844. Her first husband had died suddenly, leaving his estate to a son from a previous marriage, so she
inherited nothing. A successful civil engineer, Henry moved them, by then with two sons, to Edinburgh's
elegant society in 1850. But Henry traveled often and was cold and remote when home, leaving Isabella to
her fantasies.

No doubt thousands of Victorian women faced the same circumstances, but Isabella chose to record her
innermost thoughts?and especially her infatuation with a married Dr. Edward Lane?in her diary. Over five
years the entries mounted?passionate, sensual, suggestive. One fateful day in 1858 Henry chanced on the
diary and, broaching its privacy, read Isabella's intimate entries. Aghast at his wife's perceived infidelity,
Henry petitioned for divorce on the grounds of adultery. Until that year, divorce had been illegal in England,
the marital bond being a cornerstone of English life. Their trial would be a cause celebre, threatening the
foundations of Victorian society with the specter of "a new and disturbing figure: a middle class wife who
was restless, unhappy, avid for arousal." Her diary, read in court, was as explosive as Flaubert's Madame
Bovary, just published in France but considered too scandalous to be translated into English until the 1880s.

As she accomplished in her award-winning and bestselling The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher, Kate
Summerscale brilliantly recreates the Victorian world, chronicling in exquisite and compelling detail the life
of Isabella Robinson, wherein the longings of a frustrated wife collided with a society clinging to rigid ideas
about sanity, the boundaries of privacy, the institution of marriage, and female sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Mrs.
Robinson's Disgrace: The Private Diary of a Victorian Lady? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rudy Nixon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Mrs.
Robinson's Disgrace: The Private Diary of a Victorian Lady book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Leah Pelton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve
your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want
drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Mrs. Robinson's Disgrace: The Private Diary of a
Victorian Lady is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Slater:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mrs. Robinson's Disgrace: The
Private Diary of a Victorian Lady, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.
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