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A riveting history—the first full account—of the involvement of Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger in the
1971 atrocities in Bangladesh that led to war between India and Pakistan, shaped the fate of Asia, and left in
their wake a host of major strategic consequences for the world today.

Giving an astonishing inside view of how the White House really works in a crisis, The Blood Telegram is an
unprecedented chronicle of a pivotal but little-known chapter of the Cold War. Gary J. Bass shows how
Nixon and Kissinger supported Pakistan’s military dictatorship as it brutally quashed the results of a historic
free election. The Pakistani army launched a crackdown on what was then East Pakistan (today an
independent Bangladesh), killing hundreds of thousands of people and sending ten million refugees fleeing
to India—one of the worst humanitarian crises of the twentieth century.

Nixon and Kissinger, unswayed by detailed warnings of genocide from American diplomats witnessing the
bloodshed, stood behind Pakistan’s military rulers. Driven not just by Cold War realpolitik but by a bitter
personal dislike of India and its leader Indira Gandhi, Nixon and Kissinger actively helped the Pakistani
government even as it careened toward a devastating war against India. They silenced American officials
who dared to speak up, secretly encouraged China to mass troops on the Indian border, and illegally supplied
weapons to the Pakistani military—an overlooked scandal that presages Watergate.

Drawing on previously unheard White House tapes, recently declassified documents, and extensive
interviews with White House staffers and Indian military leaders, The Blood Telegram tells this thrilling,
shadowy story in full. Bringing us into the drama of a crisis exploding into war, Bass follows reporters,
consuls, and guerrilla warriors on the ground—from the desperate refugee camps to the most secretive
conversations in the Oval Office.

Bass makes clear how the United States’ embrace of the military dictatorship in Islamabad would mold
Asia’s destiny for decades, and confronts for the first time Nixon and Kissinger’s hidden role in a tragedy
that was far bloodier than Bosnia. This is a revelatory, compulsively readable work of politics, personalities,
military confrontation, and Cold War brinksmanship. 
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

The knowledge that you get from The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten
Genocide giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular The Blood Telegram: Nixon,
Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide instantly.

James Chapman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide can be
fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Alex Santana:

The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten Genocide however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Daniel Colon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Blood Telegram: Nixon, Kissinger, and a Forgotten
Genocide why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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