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“Take Faust, what is it? A ‘tragedy’, as its author states? A great philosophical tale? A collection of lyrical
insights? Who can say. How about Moby-Dick? Encyclopedia, novel or romance? Or even a ‘singular
medley,’ as one anonymous 1851 review put it? ... ‘It is no longer a novel,’ T.S. Eliot said of Ulysses. But if
not novels, then what are they?”

Literary history has long been puzzled by how to classify and treat these aesthetic monuments. In this highly
original and interdisciplinary work, Franco Moretti builds a theory of the modern epic: a sort of super-genre
that has provided many of the “sacred texts” of Western literary culture. He provides a taxonomy capable of
accommodating Faust, Moby-Dick, The Nibelung’s Ring, Ulysses, The Cantos, The Waste Land, The Man
Without Qualities and One Hundred Years of Solitude.

For Moretti the significance of the modern epic reaches well beyond the aesthetic sphere: it is the form that
represents the European domination of the planet, and establishes a solid consent around it. Political
ambition and formal inventiveness are here continuously entwined, as the representation of the world system
stimulates the technical breakthroughs of polyphony, reverie and leitmotif; of the stream of consciousness,
collage and complexity.

Opening with an analysis of Goethe’s Faust and the different historical roles of epic and the novel, Moretti
moves through a discussion of Wagner’s Ring and on to a sociology of modernist technique. He ends with a
fascinating interpretation of “magic realism” as a compromise formation between a number of modernist
devices and the return of narrative interest, and suggests that the west’s enthusiastic reception of these texts
(and One Hundred Years of Solitude in particular) constitutes a ritual self-absolution for centuries of
colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Williams:

Here thing why that Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to
Garcia Marquez giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez in e-book can be your substitute.

James Brown:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of
them is this Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez.

Ronald Searle:

Beside this kind of Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia Marquez
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

James Sirois:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is usually Modern Epic: The World System from Goethe to Garcia



Marquez. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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