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Among those drawn to jobs in the booming West Virginia coal mines during the first part of the twentieth
century were thousands of African Americans. They proved successful in this industry—despite low wages
and discrimination at the hands of mine operators. This book, the first published memoir by an African
American coal miner, is a stirring tale of survival and achievement. Bob Armstead interweaves stories of
family and community with a broad history of underground mining to paint an engrossing picture of the
work, the dangers, and the drama of that industry.

Armstead remembers his childhood, growing up in a segregated coal camp during the Great Depression, and
he recalls his family's efforts to confront economic challenges while also dealing with the reality of racism.
His father worked as a horse driver in the mines until machinery put him out of work. Even though, as a
youth, Armstead saw how his father had suffered, he himself went to work in the mines in 1947. From his
first day on the job, coal mining fascinated him. He initally labored in a timber crew, shoring up mine roofs.
Then, in a life peppered with mine closings and layoffs that sent him from one place to another in search of
work, he eventually became a mining machine operator, a foreman over predominantly white crews, and
finally a safety inspector.

Black Days, Black Dust evokes a vivid sense of a coal miner's life. Armstead's recollections of his father
provide descriptions of primitive mining methods in the 1930s and grueling twelve-hour work days.
Armstead's memories of his own career document his enthusiasm for mining and the work ethic that earned
him responsible positions in the mines.

Engagingly told, Armstead's story is both a rich historical document and a moving portrait of one man's life
and how he overcame adversity.

The Authors: Robert Armstead retired from the coal mines in 1987. He died in 1998.

S. L. Gardner is a former teacher and librarian who has written feature articles about coal camps for the
Times West Virginian in Fairmont, West Virginia. Her article on the Armstead family appeared in the
magazine Goldenseal.
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From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Black Days, Black
Dust: The Memories Of An African American Coal Miner to read.

Sophia Myers:

This Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An African American Coal Miner book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An African American
Coal Miner without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An African American Coal Miner can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even phone. This Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An African American
Coal Miner having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carl Vincent:

This Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An African American Coal Miner are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories
Of An African American Coal Miner can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Black Days, Black Dust: The Memories Of An
African American Coal Miner forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Belinda Hamilton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Black Days, Black Dust:



The Memories Of An African American Coal Miner which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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