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In the centuries following his death, Jerome (c.347-420) was venerated as a saint and as one of the four
Doctors of the Latin church. In his own lifetime, however, he was a severely marginalized figure whose
intellectual and spiritual authority did not go unchallenged, at times not even by those in his inner circle. His
ascetic theology was rejected by the vast majority of Christian contemporaries, his Hebrew scholarship was
called into question by the leading Biblical authorities of the day, and the reputation he cultivated as a pious
monk was compromised by allegations of moral impropriety with some of his female disciples.

In view of the extremely problematic nature of his profile, how did Jerome seek to bring credibility to
himself and his various causes? In this book, the first of its kind in any language, Andrew Cain answers this
crucial question through a systematic examination of Jerome's idealized self-presentation across the whole
range of his extant epistolary corpus. Modern scholars overwhelmingly either access the letters as historical
sources or appreciate their aesthetic properties. Cain offers a new approach and explores the largely
neglected but nonetheless fundamental propagandistic dimension of the correspondence. In particular, he
proposes theories about how, and above all why, Jerome used individual letters and letter-collections to bid
for status as an expert on the Bible and ascetic spirituality.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the
Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies). Try to stumble
through book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian
Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) as your friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christi Shoup:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the
Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies). You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The Letters of
Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity
(Oxford Early Christian Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mark Gallegos:

The actual book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the Construction of Christian
Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and
the Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Diana Slama:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,



novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the The Letters of Jerome: Asceticism, Biblical Exegesis, and the
Construction of Christian Authority in Late Antiquity (Oxford Early Christian Studies) when you needed it?
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