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Prakash Kumar documents the history of agricultural indigo, exploring the effects of nineteenth-century
globalization on a colonial industry in South Asia. Kumar discusses how the knowledge of indigo culture
thrived among peasant traditions on the Indian subcontinent in the early modern period. Caribbean planters
and French naturalists then developed and codified this knowledge into widely disseminated texts. European
planters who began to settle in Bengal with the establishment of British rule in the third quarter of the
eighteenth century drew on this network of information. Through the nineteenth century, indigo culture in
Bengal became more modern, science-based, and expert driven. When a cheaper and purer synthetic indigo
was created in 1897, the planters and the colonial state established laboratories to find ways to cheapen the
cost of the agricultural dye and improve its purity. This indigo science crossed paths with the colonial state's
effort to develop a science for agricultural development. For two decades, natural indigo survived the
competition of the industrial substitute. The indigo industry's optimism faded only at the end of the First
World War, when German proprietary knowledge of synthetic indigo became widely available and the
industrial use of synthetic indigo for textile dyeing and printing became almost universal.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

This Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India can be on
the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Indigo Plantations and
Science in Colonial India forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bruce Zimmerman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Indigo Plantations and
Science in Colonial India that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India become your
current starter.

Hilda Dumas:

The book untitled Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Paul Birch:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Indigo Plantations and Science in Colonial India can be
the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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