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Examines New York City as a paradigmatic example of the tensions between privatization and public uses of
space in the contemporary United States.

Focusing on the liberating promise of public space, The Beach Beneath the Streets examines the activist
struggles of communities in New York City—queer youth of color, gardeners, cyclists, and anti-
gentrification activists—as they transform streets, piers, and vacant lots into everyday sites for autonomy,
imagination, identity formation, creativity, problem solving, and even democratic renewal. Through
ethnographic accounts of contests over New York City’s public spaces that highlight the tension between
resistance and repression, Benjamin Shepard and Gregory Smithsimon identify how changes in the control of
public spaces—parks, street corners, and plazas—have reliably foreshadowed elites’ shifting designs on the
city at large. With an innovative taxonomy of public space, the authors frame the ways spaces as diverse as
gated enclaves, luxury shopping malls, collapsing piers, and street protests can be understood in relation to
one another. Synthesizing the fifty-year history of New York’s neoliberal transformation and the social
movements which have opposed the process, The Beach Beneath the Streets captures the dynamics at work
in the ongoing shaping of urban spaces into places of repression, expression, control, and creativity.

“Shepard and Smithsimon constantly remind readers of the myriad ways that the issue of ‘public space’ is
vexing to those who study it. They tackle the complexities by considering the actions/activities of several
different groups, all of whom occupy a position on the continuum of subalternity and all of whom succeed in
getting their voices heard and their spaces secured … The author’s conclusions are astoundingly profound in
their simplicity: ‘public space is not the result of conflicts, but rather it is the conflict itself that creates public
space.’ … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

“This is a thorough review and exposition of public space in New York City. The new conceptualization of
public space is useful, and the ethnography of how public space is controlled through protest and play is
innovative and brings home the point of how important public space is in our city today. The book is clearly
written and will help any reader understand the relationship between public space and democracy.” — Setha
M. Low, author of On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture

“The Beach Beneath the Streets is sure to become a standard book on life in late-twentieth-century New
York. It features a series of protest movements that found both their medium and their object in urban space
itself. It starts with brilliant research into the ways in which real estate developers learned to design public
space so as to repel people. It leads into a series of stories of groups of people who learned to fight them, and
who—because of the paradoxical nature of modern space—found that they won even when they lost.
Shepard and Smithsimon explore the incorporation of creative play as a medium of struggle; they
demonstrate people’s genius at ‘reinventing the carnivalesque.’ Even when the first waves of protest are
defeated, citizens of the modern city have the power to ‘assign new social meanings to spaces’ and become a
public again.” — Marshall Berman, author of All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of Modernity
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer
that question since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Beach Beneath the Streets:
Contesting New York City's Public Spaces to read.

Valerie Hemming:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces.

Chris Walker:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

David Hosford:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is known as of book The Beach Beneath the Streets: Contesting New York City's Public Spaces.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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