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Whatever happened to Bozo the Clown, to Aunt Norma, to Solomon C. Whiskers, those television celebrities
who hammed it up between cartoons and contests during local kids' shows?

In Hi There, Boys and Girls! America's Local Children's TV Programs, Tim Hollis tracks down the story of
every known local children's TV show from markets across the United States.

There have been many books about children's television on the networks, and such shows as Captain
Kangaroo, Howdy Doody, and Sesame Street are legends in broadcasting.

However, the local branch of children's programming has received much less attention. For every performer
on the scale of a Captain Kangaroo or a Buffalo Bob, there were five or six local personalities who were just
as beloved by their viewers--and sometimes even more so--since these local stars could be counted on for
appearances at stores, children's hospitals, and shopping centers, where kids could meet them face-to-face.

Anyone over the age of thirty who grew up with a TV set will remember at least one or two of these
productions. Whether it was hosted by a cowboy character, a clown such as the one on the many-franchised
Bozo shows, a policeman, a sea captain who showed Popeye cartoons, or one of the gentle and lovely ladies
who presided over Romper Room, these hometown stars were some of the Baby Boomers' first friends.
Although children loved them, these hard-working performers garnered less respect from the rest of the TV
industry.

Hi There, Boys and Girls! includes a capsule history of this programming from the earliest days of radio to
the early 1970s, when a combination of social changes and broadcast regulations sent most of the hosts into
retirement.

Walt Disney once observed that while there is very little adult in a child, there is a lot of child in every adult.
This book will bring back a flood of long-submerged memories for anyone who was a child during this
golden era.

Tim Hollis lives in Birmingham, Alabama. His previous books include Dixie Before Disney: 100 Years of
Roadside Fun (University Press of Mississippi) and Cousin Cliff: 40 Magical Years in Television.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

This book untitled Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means
of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Steve Garcia:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Juan Dishon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV
Programs why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marion Driskell:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s
Local Children’s TV Programs to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local Children’s TV Programs can
to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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