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Chicago’s reputation for corruption is the basis of local and national folklore and humor. Grafters and Goo

Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833–2003 unfolds the city’s notorious history of corruption and

the countervailing reform struggles that largely failed to clean it up. More than a regional history of crime in

politics, this wide-ranging account of governmental malfeasances traces ongoing public corruption and

reform to its nineteenth-century democratic roots. Former Chicago journalist James L. Merriner reveals the

battles between corrupt politicos and ardent reformers to be expressions of conflicting class, ethnic, and

religious values.

 

From Chicago’s earliest years in the 1830s, the city welcomed dollar-chasing businessmen and politicians,

swiftly followed by reformers who strived to clean up the attendant corruption. Reformers in Chicago were

called “goo goos,” a derisive epithet short for “good-government types.” Grafters and Goo Goos contends a

certain synergy defined the relationship between corruption and reform. Politicians and reformers often

behaved similarly, their separate ambitions merging into a conjoined politics of interdependency wherein the

line between heroes and villains grew increasingly faint. The real story, asserts Merriner, has less to do with

right against wrong than it does with the ways the cultural backgrounds of politicians and reformers steered

their own agendas, animating and defining each other by their opposition.

 

Drawing on original and archival research, Merriner identifies constants in the struggle between corruption

and reform amid a welter of changing social circumstances and customs—decades of alternating war and

peace, hardships and prosperity. Three areas of reform and resistance are identified: structural reform of the

political system to promote honesty and efficiency, social reform to provide justice to the lower classes, and

moral reform to combat vice. “In the matter of corruption and reform, the constants might be stronger than

the variables,” writes Merriner in the Preface. “The players, rules, and scorekeepers change, but not the

essential game.”

 

Complemented by eighteen illustrations, Grafters and Goo Goos is rife with shocking and amusing

anecdotes and peppered with the personalities of famous muckrakers, bootleggers, mayors, and mobsters.

While other studies have profiled infamous Chicago corruption cases and figures such as Al Capone and

Richard J. Daley, this is the first to provide an overview appropriate for historians and general readers alike.

In examining Chicago’s notorious saga of corruption and reform against a backdrop of social history,

Merriner calls attention to our constant problems of both civic and national corruption and contributes to

larger discussions about the American experiment of democratic self-government.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal McMullen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003.

Kenneth Williams:

The experience that you get from Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003
could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption
and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003 instantly.

Brenda Burrows:

The reserve untitled Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003 is the reserve
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003 from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Norma Ochoa:

Beside this particular Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003 in your phone,
it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Grafters and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in Chicago, 1833-2003
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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