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A renowned critic, biographer, and Shakespeare scholar, Jonathan Bate provides in this Very Short
Introduction a lively and engaging overview of the literature that Jorge Luis Borges called "the richest in the
world." From the medieval "Hymn of Caedmon" to George Orwell's "Why I Write," from Jane Austen to Ian
McEwan, and from Winnie the Pooh to Dr. Johnson, this brilliant, compact survey stretches across the
centuries, exploring the major literary forms (poetry, novel, drama, essay and more), the many histories and
theories of the very idea of literature, and the role of writers in shaping English, British, and post-imperial
identities. Bate illuminates the work of Chaucer, Shakespeare, Wordsworth, Dickens, and many other major
figures of English literature. He looks at the Renaissance, Romanticism, and Modernism, at the birth of the
novel and the Elizabethan invention of the idea of a national literature, and at the nature of writing itself.
Ranging from children's literature to biography, this is an indispensable guide and an inspiration for anyone
interested in England's magnificent literary heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Norsworthy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled English Literature: A Very Short Introduction. Try to make the
book English Literature: A Very Short Introduction as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Maurice Lamothe:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book English
Literature: A Very Short Introduction. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Teresa Cook:

The ability that you get from English Literature: A Very Short Introduction is the more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but English Literature: A Very Short Introduction giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this kind of English Literature: A Very Short Introduction instantly.

Daisy Harris:

The publication untitled English Literature: A Very Short Introduction is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of English Literature: A Very Short Introduction from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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