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In this remarkable inquiry into the bases of social theory, Gordon L. Clark argues that the heterogeneous
nature of our society, with its pluralism of values, causes the rules of social conduct to be constantly made
and remade. Examining the role of the courts in structuring and achieving social discourse, he contends that
legal doctrine is no different from other social theories: judicial interpretations are constructed out of specific
circumstances and conflicting values, not deduced from neutral and logical principles. There is, he asserts, no
final arbiter somehow unaffected by our controversies and schisms.

As concrete examples, Clark analyzes four court disputes in depth, showing that the concept of local
autonomy has very different meanings and implications in each of them. These cases—Boston's defense of
resident-preference hiring policies, conflict over urban land-use zoning in Toronto, a Chicago's suburb's fight
against a sewage treatment plant, and the evolution of the City of Denver's power since 1900—demonstrate
that legal reasoning is not impervious to other kinds of reasoning, and the solutions provided by the courts
are not unique. To ground his explorations, Clark investigates both liberalism and structuralism, showing that
both are inadequate bases for determining social policy. He mounts provocative critiques of the works of de
Tocqueville, Nozick, Tiebout, and Posner on the one hand and Castells and Poulantzas on the other. 

This ambitious and important work will command the interest of geographers, political scientists,
economists, sociologists, and legal scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Bell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy to
read.

Charles Valentine:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local
Autonomy is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Judges and the Cities: Interpreting
Local Autonomy book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kyra Franson:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local
Autonomy to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the reserve Judges and the Cities: Interpreting Local Autonomy can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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