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An exploration of the unswerving artistic vision underlying Beethoven’s symphonies, from one of the
world’s leading scholars of the composer’s works.

More than any other composer, Beethoven left to posterity a vast body of material that documents the early
stages of almost everything he wrote. From this trove of sketchbooks, Lewis Lockwood draws us into the
composer’s mind, unveiling a creative process of astonishing scope and originality.

For musicians and nonmusicians alike, Beethoven’s symphonies stand at the summit of artistic achievement,
loved today as they were two hundred years ago for their emotional cogency, variety, and unprecedented
individuality. Beethoven labored to complete nine of them over his lifetime?a quarter of Mozart’s output and
a tenth of Haydn’s?yet no musical works are more iconic, more indelibly stamped on the memory of anyone
who has heard them. They are the products of an imagination that drove the composer to build out of the
highest musical traditions of the past something startlingly new.

Lockwood brings to bear a long career of studying the surviving sources that yield insight into Beethoven’s
creative work, including concept sketches for symphonies that were never finished. From these, Lockwood
offers fascinating revelations into the historical and biographical circumstances in which the symphonies
were composed. In this compelling story of Beethoven’s singular ambition, Lockwood introduces readers to
the symphonies as individual artworks, broadly tracing their genesis against the backdrop of political
upheavals, concert life, and their relationship to his major works in other genres. From the first symphonies,
written during his emerging deafness, to the monumental Ninth, Lockwood brings to life Beethoven’s
lifelong passion to compose works of unsurpassed beauty.

10 illustrations; 10 music examples
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Beethoven's
Symphonies: An Artistic Vision to read.

Archie Beard:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Beethoven's Symphonies: An
Artistic Vision is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tracy Painter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Beethoven's Symphonies: An Artistic Vision, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Abel Cooke:

Beside this particular Beethoven's Symphonies: An Artistic Vision in your phone, it may give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Beethoven's Symphonies: An Artistic Vision because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right
now!
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