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The first of a multi-volume history of Lincoln as a political genius—from his obscure beginnings to his
presidency, assassination, and the overthrow of his post-Civil War dreams of Reconstruction. This first
volume traces Lincoln from his painful youth, describing himself as “a slave,” to his emergence as the man
we recognize as Abraham Lincoln.

From his youth as a “newsboy,” a voracious newspaper reader, Lincoln became a free thinker, reading Tom
Paine, as well as Shakespeare and the Bible, and studying Euclid to sharpen his arguments as a lawyer.

Lincoln’s anti-slavery thinking began in his childhood amidst the Primitive Baptist antislavery dissidents in
backwoods Kentucky and Indiana, the roots of his repudiation of Southern Christian pro-slavery theology.
Intensely ambitious, he held political aspirations from his earliest years. Obsessed with Stephen Douglas, his
political rival, he battled him for decades. Successful as a circuit lawyer, Lincoln built his team of loyalists.
Blumenthal reveals how Douglas and Jefferson Davis acting together made possible Lincoln’s rise.

Blumenthal describes a socially awkward suitor who had a nervous breakdown over his inability to deal with
the opposite sex. His marriage to the upper class Mary Todd was crucial to his social aspirations and his
political career. Blumenthal portrays Mary as an asset to her husband, a rare woman of her day with strong
political opinions.

Blumenthal’s robust portrayal is based on prodigious research of Lincoln’s record and of the period and its
main players. It reflects both Lincoln’s time and the struggle that consumes our own political debate.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

This A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham
Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 -
1849 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of
Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Toby Terry:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln,
1809 - 1849 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Regina Wingler:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Self-Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham
Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 as the daily resource information.

Jonathan Thurman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The A Self-
Made Man: The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1809 - 1849 provide you with new experience in



studying a book.
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