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Love Canal. We hear these words and quickly recoil, remembering a community poisoned by toxic waste.
Twenty years after the incident, Allan Mazur reexamines the circumstances that made this upstate New York
neighborhood synonymous with ecological catastrophe and triggered federal "Superfund" legislation to clean
up the nation's thousands of hazardous waste sites.

But is there only one true story of Love Canal? Borrowing the multi-viewpoint technique of the classic
Japanese film Rashomon, Mazur's book reveals that there are many--often conflicting versions of what
occurred at Love Canal. Hooker Chemical Company, which deposited the toxic wastes, explains why it
subsequently donated the dump as the site for a new school. Lois Gibbs, whose son attended the school, tells
of organizing the community to fight both the chemical threat and the uncaring state bureaucracy. Then there
is the story of David Axelrod, New York's embattled commissioner of health, at odds with the homeowners
over their assessment of the hazards and the proper extent of the state's response. We also hear from Michael
Brown, the young reporter who developed the story in the Niagara Gazette and eventually brought the
problem of toxic waste to national attention.

If A Hazardous Inquiry succeeded only in making us understand why one version of the events at Love
Canal gained precedence over all others, it would be invaluable to policy makers, journalists, scientists,
environmentalists, lawyers, and to citizens caught up in technical controversies that get played out (for better
or worse) in the public arena. But the book moves beyond that to evaluate and reconcile the conflicting
accounts of Love Canal, giving us a fuller, if more complex, picture than ever before. Through gripping
personal tales, A Hazardous Inquiry tells how politics and journalism and epidemiology sometimes mesh,
but often clash, when confronting a potential community disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Alexander:

The book A Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon Effect at Love Canal give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book A
Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon Effect at Love Canal to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book A Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon
Effect at Love Canal. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Charles Stubblefield:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific A Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon
Effect at Love Canal book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Jennifer Meeks:

This A Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon Effect at Love Canal is new way for you who has attention to
look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this A Hazardous Inquiry: The Rashomon
Effect at Love Canal can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Debbie Gray:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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