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Torpedo 8, first published in 1943, recounts the combat actions of Torpedo Squadron 8 (VT-8), a United
States Navy squadron of World War II torpedo bombers. VT-8 was first assigned to aircraft carrier USS
Hornet, joining Hornet shortly after her commissioning in October 1941.The Squadron's first combat
mission was during the Battle of Midway on June 4, 1942. The group, under Commander John C. Waldron,
and composed of 15 planes of the obsolete Douglas TBD Devastator, were all shot down in a matter of
minutes during their unescorted torpedo attack on Japanese aircraft carriers. The squadron did not destroy
any enemy aircraft with their defensive, rear-facing, .30-caliber machine guns, nor did they damage any of
the Japanese carriers.

Following the demoralizing destruction of the Squadron at Midway, Torpedo 8 was the first squadron to be
equipped with Grumman's new TBF-1 Avenger, a bigger and faster replacement for the TBD. When Hornet
sailed to the Pacific, a detachment of the squadron under the command of Lt. Harold "Swede" Larson
remained in Norfolk, Virginia to receive the first shipment of the new aircraft. Larson's detachment arrived at
Pearl Harbor the day after Hornet sailed for Midway. Six of the squadron's Avengers were flown to Midway
under the command of Lt. Langdon Fieberling to participate in the battle. These planes were the first Navy
aircraft to attack the Japanese fleet that day, but they attacked without fighter cover, and five of the new
Avengers were shot down. The book follows the squadron to Guadalcanal and the Solomon Islands, where
the unit served with distinction, but as the book was published during the War, does not cover some of the
group's later actions in the western Pacific.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron.

James Babb:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Oscar Barr:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's
Bomber Squadron can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Torpedo 8:
The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron.

Mary Moore:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's
Bomber Squadron or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Torpedo 8: The Story of Swede Larsen's Bomber Squadron



to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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