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The Order of St John, or Knights of Malta, was founded in Jerusalem in the 1070s as a hospice for pilgrims.
During the Crusades it developed a military and subsequently a political role, and in succeeding centuries
influenced and interfered considerably in the diplomatic and religious history of Europe. It sill survives
today, in a somewhat mysterious form. However, there is no complete history of the Order, in any language,
nor has any attention been paid to the Order's considerable artistic legacy. In this book, Sire describes the
history and origins of the Knights of St John, examining as well other aspects, including the important
Hospitaller castles of the medieval period, such as Crac des Chevaliers; the Priories of the order established
throughout Europe, with their art and architecture; the role played by the Knights in the history of their
respective countries; and the art (portraiture, jewellery, illuminated manuscripts - much of which is
illustrated here) collected by the Knights. In the final section, Sire describes the conquest of Malta by
Napoleon, looks at an episode in the 1950s when a Catholic cardinal tried to subject the order to Vatican
control, and finishes by describing the modern version of the Order.
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From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Knights of Malta book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Knights of
Malta content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Knights
of Malta is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jamie Treat:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Knights of Malta is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Shirley Henderson:

Often the book The Knights of Malta has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Katie Duffy:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Knights of Malta when you needed it?
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