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Pirate attacks in the waters off Somalia and the Horn of Africa, including those on U.S.-flagged vessels, have
brought renewed international attention to the long-standing problem of maritime piracy. According to the
International Maritime Bureau (IMB), at least 219 attacks occurred in the region in 2010, with 49 successful
hijackings. Somali pirates have attacked ships in the Gulf of Aden, along Somalia’s eastern coastline, and
outward into the Indian Ocean. Using increasingly sophisticated tactics, these pirates now operate as far east
as the Maldives in good weather, and as far south as the Mozambique Channel. Hostage taking for ransom
has been a hallmark of Somali piracy, and the IMB reports that more hostages, over 1,180, were taken at sea
in 2010 than any year since records began; over 86% of those were taken by Somali pirates.

The increase in pirate attacks off the Horn of Africa is directly linked to continuing insecurity and the
absence of the rule of law in war-torn Somalia. The absence of a functioning central government there
provides freedom of action for pirates and remains the single greatest challenge to regional security. The lack
of law enforcement capacity creates a haven where pirates hold hostages during ransom negotiations that can
last for months. Some allege that the absence of Somali coastal security authorities has allowed illegal
international fishing and maritime dumping to go unchecked, which in turn has undermined coastal
communities’ economic prospects, providing economic or political motivation to some pirates. The apparent
motive of most pirate groups, however, is profit, and piracy has proven to be lucrative. Somalia’s “pirate
economy” has grown substantially in the past two years, with ransoms now averaging more than $5 million.
These revenues may further exacerbate the ongoing conflict and undermine regional security.

The annual cost of piracy to the global economy ranges between $7 and $12 billion, by some estimates. The
U.N Security Council has issued a series of resolutions since 2008 to facilitate an international response,
which is coordinated by a multilateral Contact Group. The Council has authorized international navies to
counter piracy both in Somali territorial waters and ashore, with the consent of Somalia’s Transitional
Federal Government (TFG), and has also authorized, as an exemption to the U.N. arms embargo on Somalia,
support for the TFG security forces.

Counter-piracy patrols by multinational naval forces near Somalia are intended to compliment mariners’
self-protection measures. Increased patrols and proactive efforts by ships have reduced attacks in the Gulf of
Aden, but the U.N. Secretary-General warns that “while the effectiveness of naval disruption operations has
increased and more pirates have been arrested and prosecuted, this has not stopped piracy. The trend of the
increased levels of violence employed by the pirates as well as their expanding reach is disconcerting.” Some
suggest that a perception of impunity exists among pirates and financiers; nine out of ten Somali pirates
apprehended by naval patrols are reportedly released because no jurisdiction is prepared to prosecute them.

The United States has sought to prevent, disrupt, and prosecute Somali piracy through a range of interagency
and multilateral coordination and enforcement mechanisms. The Obama Administration has initiated a new
“dual track” policy toward Somalia, where some contend that international efforts to build a credible central
authority have failed. Congress has examined options to address piracy both diplomatically and militarily.
Congress appropriates funding and provides oversight for policy initiatives with implications for piracy in
the region, including maritime security assistance to regional governments, support to peacekeeping
operations in Somalia, and funding for U.S. Navy operations.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Diaz:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Piracy off the Horn of Africa book is readable by means of you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Piracy off
the Horn of Africa content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Piracy off
the Horn of Africa is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Richie:

This book untitled Piracy off the Horn of Africa to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Brenda Wright:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Piracy off
the Horn of Africa, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Michael Canton:

The reserve untitled Piracy off the Horn of Africa is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Piracy off the Horn of Africa from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.
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