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In Membranes, Laura Otis examines how the image of the biological cell became one of the reigning
metaphors of the nineteenth century. At the heart of her story is the rise of a fundamental assumption about
human identity: the idea that selfhood requires boundaries showing where the individual ends and the rest of
the world begins. Otis focuses on the scientific and creative writing of four physician-authors: American
neurologist S. Weir Mitchell; Spanish neurobiologist Santiago Ramón y Cajal, who won the Nobel prize in
1906 for proving that neurons were intact, independent cells; British author Arthur Conan Doyle; and
Austrian writer Arthur Schnitzler, a contemporary of Sigmund Freud in fin-de-siècle Vienna. Membranes
also compares the scientific and political thinking of German scientists Rudolf Virchow, the founder of
cellular pathology and an active liberal politician, and Robert Koch, who discovered the bacteria that cause
cholera and tuberculosis and whose studies of foreign bacteria provided a scientific veneer for German
colonialism. Finally, the book presents a unique reading of Thomas Mann's Death in Venice.

Otis argues that belief in impermeable personal and national borders is increasingly dangerous. Defying the
traditional boundary between science and the humanities, she concludes by proposing a notion of identity
based on relations and connections.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in
Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and Culture) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Chris Barrentine:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century
Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and Culture) was making you to know about other knowledge and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Membranes: Metaphors of
Invasion in Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and Culture) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and
Culture). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lily McDermott:

This Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine
and Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
why of this Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century Literature, Science, and Politics
(Medicine and Culture) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century
Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Russell Thomas:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside



seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Membranes: Metaphors of Invasion in Nineteenth-Century
Literature, Science, and Politics (Medicine and Culture) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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