
Making Americans: Children's Literature from
1930 to 1960

Gary D. Schmidt

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1609381920
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1609381920
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=1609381920


Making Americans: Children's Literature from 1930 to 1960

Gary D. Schmidt

Making Americans: Children's Literature from 1930 to 1960 Gary D. Schmidt
American children need books that draw on their own history and circumstances, not just the classic
European fairy tales. They need books that enlist them in the great democratic experiment that is the United
States. These were the beliefs of many of the authors, illustrators, editors, librarians, and teachers who
expanded and transformed children’s book publishing between the 1930s and the 1960s.

Although some later critics have argued that the books published in this era offered a vision of a safe, secure,
simple world without injustice or unhappy endings, Gary D. Schmidt shows that the progressive political
agenda shared by many Americans who wrote, illustrated, published, and taught children’s books had a
powerful effect. Authors like James Daugherty, Laura Ingalls Wilder, Lois Lenski, Ingri and Edgar Parin
D’Aulaire, Virginia Lee Burton, Robert McCloskey, and many others addressed directly and indirectly the
major social issues of a turbulent time: racism, immigration and assimilation, sexism, poverty, the Great
Depression, World War II, the atomic bomb, and the threat of a global cold war.

The central concern that many children’s book authors and illustrators wrestled with was the meaning of
America and democracy itself, especially the tension between individual freedoms and community ties. That
process produced a flood of books focused on the American experience and intent on defining it in terms of
progress toward inclusivity and social justice. Again and again, children’s books addressed racial
discrimination and segregation, gender roles, class differences, the fate of Native Americans, immigration
and assimilation, war, and the role of the United States in the world. Fiction and nonfiction for children
urged them to see these issues as theirs to understand, and in some ways, theirs to resolve. Making
Americans is a study of a time when the authors and illustrators of children’s books consciously set their
eyes on national and international sights, with the hope of bringing the next generation into a sense of full
citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Making Americans: Children's Literature from 1930
to 1960 as the daily resource information.

Arlene Farrar:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled Making Americans: Children's Literature from 1930 to 1960 can be excellent
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Hayes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Making Americans: Children's Literature from
1930 to 1960 can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Making Americans:
Children's Literature from 1930 to 1960.

Stephanie Landa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Making Americans: Children's
Literature from 1930 to 1960.
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