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"I send you this little book written down in my name, that you may read it for your education, as a kind of
mirror."

So wrote the Frankish noblewoman Dhuoda to her young son William in the middle of the ninth century.
Intended as a guide to right conduct, the book was to be shared in time with William's younger brother.
Dhuoda's situation was poignant. Her husband, Bernard, the count of Septimania, was away and she was
separated from her children. William was by Charles the Bald as a guarantee of his father's loyalty, and the
younger son's whereabouts were unknown. As war raged in the crumbling Carolingian Empire, the grieving
mother, fearing for the spiritual and physical welfare of her absent sons, began in 841 to write her loving
counsel in a handbook. Two years later she sent it to William.

Handbook for William memorably expresses Dhuoda's maternal feelings, religious fervor, and learning. In
teaching her children how they might flourish in God's eyes, as well as humanity's, Dhuoda reveals the
authority of Carolingian women in aristocratic households. She dwells on family relations, social order, the
connection between religious and military responsibility, and, always, the central place of Christian devotion
in a noble life.

One of the few surviving texts written by a woman in the Middle Ages, Dhuoda's Liber manualis was
available in only two faulty Latin manuscripts until a third, superior one was discovered in the 1950s. This
English translation is based on the 1975 critical edition and French translation by Pierre Riché. Now
available for the first time in paperback, it includes an afterword written by Carol Neel that takes into
account recent scholarship and the 1991 revised edition of Riché's text.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Woodward:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One
of them is this Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel
(Medieval Texts in Translation).

Neil Myers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
a publication. The book Handbook for William: A Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by
Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Brian Griffith:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Handbook for William: A
Carolingian Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) is simple to
bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Helen Price:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Handbook for William: A Carolingian
Woman's Counsel for Her Son, trans. by Carol Neel (Medieval Texts in Translation) can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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