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NEW HISTORY BOOK REVEALS UNKNOWN TEXAS HERO

He came to the western frontier under a cloud and under an assumed name, a man seriously in debt, fleeing a
murder indictment with nothing but the clothes on his back and a beautiful woman some called a “Devil” on
his arm. His name was Samuel May Williams. And in time, although he would risk all in the service of
Texas, he would become the most controversial, the most hated, and the most misunderstood character to
walk the pages of Texas history.

Sam was the son and grandson of sea captains, and as a young man, sailed as Supercargo on his family’s
Baltimore Clipper, venturing to Buenos Aires where he stayed for awhile learning Spanish and the perils and
possibilities of doing business in a country torn by revolution - skills that would serve him well later when he
would find himself center stage in the conflicts between Texas and Mexico. Still in his early twenties, he
settled for a few years in New Orleans where he became fluent in the French language, made and lost a
fortune speculating in land recently obtained from France in the Louisiana Purchase. It was in New Orleans
that he was rumored to have killed a man in a dispute over a woman, perhaps the woman that historians have
identified as either an actress, the wife of a circus owner or a high-born Cuban lady. Together, pursued by
the law and debtors, he and this woman escaped to the wilderness of early 19th century Texas.

Because of his adventurous spirit, his business acumen and his gift of languages, Sam Williams became
indispensable to Stephen F. Austin, first as his assistant, then later as Austin’s partner. Together, they created
what has been called the “most successful colonization movement in American history.” As time passed,
Williams became the major bureaucrat in Anglo-American Texas, a man of considerable substance.

During the Texas Revolution, Williams continued his entrepreneurial ways and to many it seemed he was
lining his pockets at the Colony’s expense. Yet, behind the scenes, he was purchasing warships and
recruiting officers and men for the Texas Navy, ships which assured victory over Santa Anna at San Jacinto
and without which Texas could never have won and maintained its Independence. Williams purchased the
ships and armed them on his own credit, a debt that would not be repaid in his lifetime. His life was
interwoven with some of the great men of the time, the gentleman pirate Jean Laffite, Sam Houston, Stephen
Austin, José Navarro, Juan Seguín, Antonio López de Santa Anna. After the Mexican general was defeated
at San Jacinto, Williams saved him from an angry mob and hid him away, even though Santa Anna had
earlier placed a price on Sam’s head for seeking to steal away Texas from Mexico.

Forsaken Patriot is the story of a remarkable life, a man who was viewed by many as a scoundrel and by
others as a patriot. Father of the Texas Navy, he also built a mercantile empire, created the first bank in
Texas, and spearheaded development of the port city of Galveston which, in his time, was the richest city per
capita in the United States. Yet, while so many of his peers, like Sam Houston, Stephen Austin, even Jean
Lafitte, went on to be memorialized, Sam Williams went on to be forgotten. After all he accomplished for
Texas, it is ironic that no street, school, park, county, building or monument in the city or in the state bears
his name. Even the pirate Laffite has an elementary school, several streets and a city named after him. Unlike



the other major players in Texas history, Sam Williams passed from our memory into the shadows from
which he came. [739]
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Forsaken Patriot: The Strange Life and
Times of Samuel May Williams of Texas book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Brandy Hagaman:

The particular book Forsaken Patriot: The Strange Life and Times of Samuel May Williams of Texas has a
lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Robert Barker:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Forsaken Patriot: The
Strange Life and Times of Samuel May Williams of Texas which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Mary Otter:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Forsaken Patriot: The Strange Life and
Times of Samuel May Williams of Texas to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Forsaken Patriot: The Strange Life and Times of
Samuel May Williams of Texas can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of the time.
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