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Modern America owes the Roman Empire for more than gladiator movies and the architecture of the nation's
Capitol. It can also thank the ancient republic for some helpful lessons in globalization. So argues economic
historian Harold James in this masterful work of intellectual history.

The book addresses what James terms "the Roman dilemma"--the paradoxical notion that while global
society depends on a system of rules for building peace and prosperity, this system inevitably leads to
domestic clashes, international rivalry, and even wars. As it did in ancient Rome, James argues, a rule-based
world order eventually subverts and destroys itself, creating the need for imperial action. The result is a
continuous fluctuation between pacification and the breakdown of domestic order.

James summons this argument, first put forth more than two centuries ago in Adam Smith's Wealth of
Nations and Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, to put current events into perspective.
The world now finds itself staggering between a set of internationally negotiated trading rules and exchange-
-rate regimes, and the enforcement practiced by a sometimes-imperial America. These two forces--liberal
international order and empire--will one day feed on each other to create a shakeup in global relations, James
predicts. To reinforce his point, he invokes the familiar bon mot once applied to the British Empire: "When
Britain could not rule the waves, it waived the rules."

Despite the pessimistic prognostications of Smith and Gibbon, who saw no way out of this dilemma, James
ends his book on a less depressing note. He includes a chapter on one possible way in which the world could
resolve the Roman Predicament--by opting for a global system based on values as opposed to rules.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order
Create the Politics of Empire.

Christine Scott:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of
International Order Create the Politics of Empire can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create the Politics
of Empire.

Robert Haas:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create
the Politics of Empire was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Terry McConnell:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Roman Predicament: How the Rules of International Order Create



the Politics of Empire can make you really feel more interested to read.
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