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Shadow Tribe offers the first in-depth history of the Pacific Northwest’s Columbia River Indians -- the
defiant River People whose ancestors refused to settle on the reservations established for them in central
Oregon and Washington. Largely overlooked in traditional accounts of tribal dispossession and confinement,
their story illuminates the persistence of off-reservation Native communities and the fluidity of their
identities over time. Cast in the imperfect light of federal policy and dimly perceived by non-Indian eyes, the
flickering presence of the Columbia River Indians has followed the treaty tribes down the difficult path
marked out by the forces of American colonization.

Based on more than a decade of archival research and conversations with Native people, Andrew Fisher’s
groundbreaking book traces the waxing and waning of Columbia River Indian identity from the mid-
nineteenth through the late twentieth centuries. Fisher explains how, despite policies designed to destroy
them, the shared experience of being off the reservation and at odds with recognized tribes forged far-flung
river communities into a loose confederation called the Columbia River Tribe. Environmental changes and
political pressures eroded their autonomy during the second half of the twentieth century, yet many River
People continued to honor a common heritage of ancestral connection to the Columbia, resistance to the
reservation system, devotion to cultural traditions, and detachment from the institutions of federal control
and tribal governance. At times, their independent and uncompromising attitude has challenged the
sovereignty of the recognized tribes, earning Columbia River Indians a reputation as radicals and
troublemakers even among their own people.

Shadow Tribe is part of a new wave of historical scholarship that shows Native American identities to be
socially constructed, layered, and contested rather than fixed, singular, and unchanging. From his vantage
point on the Columbia, Fisher has written a pioneering study that uses regional history to broaden our
understanding of how Indians thwarted efforts to confine and define their existence within narrow
reservation boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

The book Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book
Series in Western History and Biography) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River
Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography)? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian
Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cleveland Bolton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Shadow Tribe: The Making of
Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography)
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Leon King:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River
Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Drew Dube:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil
and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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