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Based on an award-winning thesis, this volume is a pioneering study of musical theatre and popular culture
and its relation to the production of identity in Lebanon in the second half of the twentieth century.

In the aftermath of the departure of the French from Lebanon and the civil violence of 1958, the Rahbani
brothers (Asi and Mansour) staged a series of folkloric musical theatrical extravaganzas at the annual
Ba‘labakk festival which highlighted the talents of Asi’s wife, the Lebanese diva Fairouz, arguably the most
famous living Arab singer. The inclusion of these folkloric vignettes into the festival’s otherwise European
dominated cultural agenda created a powerful nation-building combination of what Partha Chatterjee calls
the ‘appropriation of the popular’ and the ‘classicization of tradition.’

The Rahbani project coincides with the confluence of increasing internal and external migration in Lebanon,
as well as with the rapid development of mass media technology, of which the Ba'labakk festival can be seen
as an extension. Employing theories of nationalism, modernity, globalism and locality, this book shows that
these factors combined to give the project a potent identity-forming power.

Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon is the first study of Fairouz and the Rahbani family in English
and will appeal to students and researchers in the field of Middle East studies, Popular culture and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Arbogast:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz
and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Meredith Butler:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Popular Culture and
Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Popular Culture
and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern
Literatures) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Robert Polk:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Popular
Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern
Literatures) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Kimberly Plummer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Popular Culture and Nationalism in



Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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