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At the end of the Civil War, the U.S. government recognized some responsibility for the former slaves that
its battles and proclamations had freed. It established the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands to foster adjustment to the new economic conditions. Though the bureau initially attempted to
transcend the racist beliefs of the nation, it wound up--according to this challenging analysis--embodying
them in its very soul.

William L. Richter finds that the Freedmen's Bureau failed in its idealistic program, radical for its time,
because of the unimaginative bureaucratic administration of white officers, who hesitated to pursue the
program with the same commitment that the federal govt had devoted to the prosecution of the war. In
addition, the jealousy caused by the involvement of officers with regular and volunteer commissions and the
competition for relatively few postwar positions created confusion and acrimony throughout the Freedmen's
Bureau and the army as a whole.

By 1868 violence drove most of the bureau's officials out of the rural areas where blacks needed legal
protection, and except for notable areas of the original military occupation along the southeast Gulf Coast,
the bureau did little. Blacks began to stop coming in to seek aid because the subassistant commissioners,
ensnared in a web of bureaucratic regulations that headquarters saw as more important than deeds in the
field, became more and more impotent.

As a continuation of the work the author began in The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870, this
book examines the military occupation of Texas and how the policies of the quasi-military bureau affected
the state after the Civil War. Whereas other studies of the bureau have looked primarily at its effectiveness in
guaranteeing blacks' civil, economic, and personal rights during this critical era, Richter focuses on the white
administrators who made up the bureau's field agencies and headquarters staff and who ultimately helped
entrench the system of sharecropping and peonage they had been intended to prevent.
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From reader reviews:

James Baron:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Overreached on All Sides: The Freedmen's
Bureau Administrators in Texas, 1865-1868 to read.

Bethel Stockton:

The knowledge that you get from Overreached on All Sides: The Freedmen's Bureau Administrators in
Texas, 1865-1868 may be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Overreached on
All Sides: The Freedmen's Bureau Administrators in Texas, 1865-1868 giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Overreached on All Sides: The Freedmen's Bureau
Administrators in Texas, 1865-1868 instantly.

Betty Terry:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Overreached on All Sides: The Freedmen's Bureau Administrators in Texas, 1865-1868 offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Ronald Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Overreached on All Sides: The
Freedmen's Bureau Administrators in Texas, 1865-1868 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not
a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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