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The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by repeated droughts and failed crop prices was a relatively brief
interlude in the history of migrant agricultural labor. Yet it attracted wide attention through the publication of
John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm Security Administration
photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically, their work risked sublimating the
subjects—real people and actual experience—into aesthetic artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and
despair. Working for the Farm Security Administration in California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39,
Sanora Babb, a young journalist and short story writer, together with her sister Dorothy, a gifted amateur
photographer, entered the intimacy of the dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in the immediacy
and accuracy of their writings and photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland farm, the Babb sisters
had unparalleled access to the day-by-day harsh reality of field labor and family life.

This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of the Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps, and the
growth of labor activism among Anglo and Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural valleys linked
by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99). It draws upon the detailed field notes that Sanora Babb wrote while
in the camps, as well as on published articles and short stories about the migrant workers and an excerpt
from her Dust Bowl novel, Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing, Dorothy's photos reveal an
unmediated, personal encounter with the migrants, portraying the social and emotional realities of their
actual living and working conditions, together with their efforts to organize and to seek temporary recreation.
An authority in working-class literature and history, volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb sisters'
work in relevant historical and social-political contexts, examining their role in reconfiguring the Dust Bowl
exodus as a site of memory in the national consciousness.

Focusing on the material conditions of everyday existence among the Dust Bowl refugees, the words and
images of these two perceptive young women clearly show that, contrary to stereotype, the "Okies" were a
widely diverse people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper "Joads" but also literate, independent
farmers who, in the democracy of the FSA camps, found effective ways to rebuild lives and create
communities.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

In other case, little individuals like to read book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl
Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book On the Dirty Plate Trail:
Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Roseann Flowers:

This book untitled On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research
Center Imprint) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into delight arrangement in writing On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl
Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Patrick Cartwright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like On the Dirty Plate Trail:
Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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