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Until the recent uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, the resilience of authoritarian regimes seemed
a fundamental feature of regional politics. While economic, political, and internal security policies are most
often considered in discussions of regime maintenance, Laurie Brand introduces a new factor, that of
national narratives. Portrayals of a country's founding, identity, and bases of unity can be a powerful strategy
in sustaining a ruling elite. Brand argues that such official stories, which are used to reinforce the right to
rule, justify policies, or combat opponents, deserve careful exploration if we are to understand the full range
of tools available to respond to crises that threaten a leadership's hold on power.

Brand examines more than six decades of political, economic, and military challenges in two of North
Africa's largest countries: Egypt and Algeria. Through a careful analysis of various texts—history and
religion textbooks, constitutions, national charters, and presidential speeches—Official Stories demonstrates
how leaderships have attempted to reconfigure narratives to confront challenges to their power. Brand's
account also demonstrates how leaderships may miscalculate, thereby setting in motion opposition forces
beyond their control.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

This Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle
Eastern and I) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Official Stories: Politics and
National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Official
Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) can
bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and
Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) having very good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Carl Moss:

This Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle
Eastern and I) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation
of this Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford Studies in Middle
Eastern and I) can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria
(Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Susan Gaier:

The reason? Because this Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford
Studies in Middle Eastern and I) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



Mamie Contreras:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Official Stories: Politics and National Narratives in Egypt and Algeria (Stanford
Studies in Middle Eastern and I) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why
this book ideal all of you.
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