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The U.S.-led conquest and occupation of Iraq have kept that troubled country in international headlines since
2003. For America’s major Coalition ally, Great Britain, however, this latest incursion into the region played
out against the dramatic backdrop of imperial history: Britain’s fateful invasion of Mesopotamia in 1914 and
the creation of a new nation from the shards of war.

The objectives of the expedition sent by the British Government of India were primarily strategic: to protect
the Raj, impress Britain’s military power upon Arabs chafing under Ottoman rule, and secure the Persian oil
supply. But over the course of the Mesopotamian campaign, these goals expanded, and by the end of World
War I Britain was committed to controlling the entire region from Suez to India. The conquest of
Mesopotamia and the creation of Iraq were the central acts in this boldly opportunistic bid for supremacy.
Charles Townshend provides a compelling account of the atrocious, unnecessary suffering inflicted on the
expedition’s mostly Indian troops, which set the pattern for Britain’s follow-up campaigns in Iraq and
Afghanistan over the next seven years. He chronicles the overconfidence, incompetence, and dangerously
vague policy that distorted the mission, and examines the steps by which an initially cautious strategic
operation led to imperial expansion on a vast scale.

Desert Hell is a cautionary tale for makers of national policy. And for those with an interest in imperial
history, it raises searching questions about Britain’s quest for global power and the indelible consequences of
those actions for the Middle East and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Gamboa:

This Desert Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Desert Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Desert Hell: The British
Invasion of Mesopotamia can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Desert Hell: The British Invasion of
Mesopotamia having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Rosa Crowe:

The knowledge that you get from Desert Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia is a more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Desert Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Desert Hell: The British Invasion of
Mesopotamia instantly.

Kevin Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Desert
Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Doris Cobb:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book



that recommended for you is Desert Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia this reserve consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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