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This introduction to Buddhism examines its basic philosophical teachings and historical development, setting
forth complex and significant ideas in a straightforward and simple style that is easily accessible to the
student. The author's orientation is philosophical, rather than religious or sociological. This approach is both
the uniqueness and the strength of the work.

Part I outlines the historical background out of which Buddhism arose and emphasizes the teachings of early
Buddhism. By comparing the earliest Buddhist literature in both the Pali Nikayas and the Chinese Agamas,
the author has established the common base of earliest Buddhism most free of sectarian rivalry. Topics such
as epistemology, causality, existence, karma, morality, ethics, and nirvana are discussed in detail.

Part II examines developments in the history of Buddhist thought and the emergence of the various schools
of Buddhism. The development of Abhidharma is studied through analysis of the various doctrines of the
scholastics that comprise Abhidharma literature, as is early Mahayana through the Mahayana sutras. Two
chapters examine Madhyamika Transcendentalism and Yogacara Idealism. The Buddha's attitude toward
metaphysics and the relationship between early Buddhism and Zen are covered in two appendices.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Buddhist Philosophy: A
Historical Analysis (National Foreign Language Center Technical Reports) book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Williams:

This book untitled Buddhist Philosophy: A Historical Analysis (National Foreign Language Center
Technical Reports) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this book from your list.

Sarah Davis:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Buddhist Philosophy: A
Historical Analysis (National Foreign Language Center Technical Reports) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Stephanie Landa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Buddhist Philosophy: A Historical Analysis (National Foreign Language Center Technical Reports).
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