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In 1947, Lionel Trilling, the prominent literary critic, published a novel entitled The Middle of the Journey.
While conducting research in the archives at Columbia University, Geraldine Murphy discovered a second
novel-a clean, well-crafted "third" of a book that Trilling described as having "point, immediacy, warmth
under control, drama, and even size." The Journey Abandoned was supposed to be a novel about the
anomalies of heroic action in a conformist age. Instead, published here for the first time, it is a highly
personal portrait of the life of letters in America.

Jorris Buxton, the narrative's larger-than-life focus, is an elderly poet and novelist turned distinguished
mathematical physicist. Modeled on the romantic poet Walter Savage Landor, Buxton is destined to embroil
himself in a principled but somewhat absurd conflict, just as the aged Landor had, and through his folly
complicate the lives of his admirers. These memorable characters include Garda Thorne, a beautiful short-
story writer (and Buxton's former mistress); Harold Outram, the director of an influential private foundation
and a compromised man of letters; Philip Dyas, the headmaster of a private school; the Hollowells, a
wealthy, progressive couple; Marion Cathcart, a young woman of Outram's household; and Vincent
Hammell, an untried literary man from the Midwest and Buxton's newly appointed biographer.

Hammell is the central consciousness of the novel. A young man from the provinces, he is drawn from
Trilling's own experience yet also indebted to the nineteenth-century bildungsroman, the literary form
Trilling admired as a critic and emulated, in these pages, as a novelist. In her introduction, Murphy considers
how The Journey Abandoned (which is her title) relates to the critical ideas Trilling articulated in his famous
essay collection, The Liberal Imagination. She speculates that Henry James came to displace Landor as the
model for Jorris Buxton, a development that may have both inspired and inhibited the writing of this novel.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Journey Abandoned: The Unfinished Novel.

Roxie Jenkins:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Journey Abandoned: The Unfinished Novel. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
book The Journey Abandoned: The Unfinished Novel. You can add information and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Ronald Canty:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Journey
Abandoned: The Unfinished Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The particular book untitled The Journey Abandoned: The Unfinished Novelis a single of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Harold Young:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Journey Abandoned: The Unfinished Novel, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.
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