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Public opinion polls are everywhere. Journalists report their results without hesitation, and political activists
of all kinds spend millions of dollars on them, fueling the widespread assumption that elected officials
"pander" to public opinion—that they tailor their policy decisions to the results of polls.

In this provocative and engagingly written book, the authors argue that the reality is quite the opposite. In
fact, when not facing election, contemporary presidents and members of Congress routinely ignore the
public's policy preferences and follow their own political philosophies, as well as those of their party's
activists, their contributors, and their interest group allies. Politicians devote substantial time, effort, and
money to tracking public opinion, not for the purposes of policymaking, but to change public opinion—to
determine how to craft their public statements and actions to win support for the policies they and their
supporters want.

Taking two recent, dramatic episodes—President Clinton's failed health care reform campaign, and Newt
Gingrich's "Contract with America"—as examples, the authors show how both used public opinion research
and the media to change the public's mind. Such orchestrated displays help explain the media's preoccupation
with political conflict and strategy and, the authors argue, have propelled levels of public distrust and fear of
government to record highs.

Revisiting the fundamental premises of representative democracy, this accessible book asks us to reexamine
whether our government really responds to the broad public or to the narrower interests and values of certain
groups. And with the 2000 campaign season heating up, Politicians Don't Pander could not be more timely.

"'Polling has turned leaders into followers,' laments columnist Marueen Dowd of The New York Times. Well,
that's news definitely not fit to print say two academics who have examined the polls and the legislative
records of recent presidents to see just how responsive chief executives are to the polls. Their conclusion: not
much. . . . In fact, their review and analyses found that public opinion polls on policy appear to have
increasingly less, not more, influence on government policies."—Richard Morin, The Washington Post
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic
Responsiveness (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) book is readable by simply you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with
Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness (Studies in
Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still
thinking Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness
(Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Harris:

Beside this Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness
(Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to
have Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness (Studies in
Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Donna Vandyne:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Politicians Don't
Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness (Studies in Communication,
Media, and Public Opinion).

Jerry Brower:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Politicians Don't Pander: Political Manipulation and the Loss of Democratic Responsiveness
(Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) when you desired it?
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