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In 1896, an illiterate, fifteen-year-old Afro-Cuban field hand joined the rebel army fighting for Cuba's
independence. Though poor and uneducated, Ricardo Batrell believed in the promise of Cuba Libre, the
vision of a democratic and egalitarian nation that inspired the Cuban War of Independence. After the war
ended in 1898, Batrell taught himself to read and write and published a memoir of his wartime experiences,
Para la Historia. Originally published in 1912-the same year in which the Cuban government massacred
more than 5,000 Afro-Cubans-this work of both protest and patriotism is the only autobiographical account
of the war written by an Afro-Cuban soldier.

After the war, Batrell became dismayed by the Cuban Republic's rapid retreat from the revolution's
democratic ideals. Government corruption, racial discrimination, and the systematic exclusion of black
veterans from public service had helped to reassert the racial hierarchy of colonial Cuba. With his memoir,
Batrell hoped to remind Cubans about the participation of Afro-Cubans in the war (as much as 80 percent of
the Cuban Liberation Army may have been Afro-Cuban) and to protest their subjugation in its aftermath.

Now available for the first time in English, Batrell's powerful memoir provides profound insights into the
role of race in the nation's history. Deftly rendering Batrell's forceful and energetic prose into English, Mark
A. Sanders also puts forth a critical introduction that contextualizes Batrell's perspective within Cuba's
colonial history and its racial politics.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo
Batrell and the Cuban War of Independence. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important the book A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo
Batrell and the Cuban War of Independence. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Augustine Klotz:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book A Black Soldier's Story: The
Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of Independence will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Marvin Seto:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title A Black Soldier's Story:
The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of Independence suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo
Batrell and the Cuban War of Independenceis a single of several books that everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of
people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Ashley Wright:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the A Black Soldier's Story: The Narrative of Ricardo Batrell and the Cuban War of



Independence when you required it?
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