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While many books have been written about Bertrand Russell's philosophy and some on his logic, I. Grattan-
Guinness has written the first comprehensive history of the mathematical background, content, and impact of
the mathematical logic and philosophy of mathematics that Russell developed with A. N. Whitehead in their
Principia mathematica (1910-1913).

This definitive history of a critical period in mathematics includes detailed accounts of the two principal
influences upon Russell around 1900: the set theory of Cantor and the mathematical logic of Peano and his
followers. Substantial surveys are provided of many related topics and figures of the late nineteenth century:
the foundations of mathematical analysis under Weierstrass; the creation of algebraic logic by De Morgan,
Boole, Peirce, Schröder, and Jevons; the contributions of Dedekind and Frege; the phenomenology of
Husserl; and the proof theory of Hilbert. The many-sided story of the reception is recorded up to 1940,
including the rise of logic in Poland and the impact on Vienna Circle philosophers Carnap and Gödel. A
strong American theme runs though the story, beginning with the mathematician E. H. Moore and the
philosopher Josiah Royce, and stretching through the emergence of Church and Quine, and the 1930s
immigration of Carnap and GödeI.

Grattan-Guinness draws on around fifty manuscript collections, including the Russell Archives, as well as
many original reviews. The bibliography comprises around 1,900 items, bringing to light a wealth of primary
materials.

Written for mathematicians, logicians, historians, and philosophers--especially those interested in the
historical interaction between these disciplines--this authoritative account tells an important story from its
most neglected point of view. Whitehead and Russell hoped to show that (much of) mathematics was
expressible within their logic; they failed in various ways, but no definitive alternative position emerged then
or since.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

This book untitled The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Richard Delarosa:

Beside this specific The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from
now!

Richard Plummer:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Mary Gonzalez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Search for Mathematical Roots, 1870-1940 can make you experience
more interested to read.
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