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Peter Anstey presents a thorough and innovative study of John Locke's views on the method and content of
natural philosophy. Focusing on Locke's Essay concerning Human Understanding, but also drawing
extensively from his other writings and manuscript remains, Anstey argues that Locke was an advocate of
the Experimental Philosophy: the new approach to natural philosophy championed by Robert Boyle and the
early Royal Society who were opposed to speculative philosophy.
On the question of method, Anstey shows how Locke's pessimism about the prospects for a demonstrative
science of nature led him, in the Essay, to promote Francis Bacon's method of natural history, and to
downplay the value of hypotheses and analogical reasoning in science. But, according to Anstey, Locke
never abandoned the ideal of a demonstrative natural philosophy, for he believed that if we could discover
the primary qualities of the tiny corpuscles that constitute material bodies, we could then establish a kind of
corpuscular metric that would allow us a genuine science of nature. It was only after the publication of the
Essay, however, that Locke came to realize that Newton's Principia provided a model for the role of
demonstrative reasoning in science based on principles established upon observation, and this led him to
make significant revisions to his views in the 1690s.
On the content of Locke's natural philosophy, it is argued that even though Locke adhered to the
Experimental Philosophy, he was not averse to speculation about the corpuscular nature of matter. Anstey
takes us into new terrain and new interpretations of Locke's thought in his explorations of his mercurialist
transmutational chymistry, his theory of generation by seminal principles, and his conventionalism about
species.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Hamby:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book John Locke and Natural Philosophy. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book John Locke
and Natural Philosophy. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Margaret Wynkoop:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular John Locke and
Natural Philosophy to read.

Stephanie Dillard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this John Locke and Natural Philosophy e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism John Locke and Natural Philosophy as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mary Quinn:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This John Locke and Natural Philosophy can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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