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These thirteen essays explore a crucial historical question that has been notoriously hard to pin down: To
what extent, and by what means, does a society's technology determine its political, social, economic, and
cultural forms?Karl Marx launched the modern debate on determinism with his provocative remark that "the
hand-mill gives you society with the feudal lord; the steam-mill, society with the industrial capitalist," and a
classic article by Robert Heilbroner (reprinted here) renewed the debate within the context of the history of
technology. This book clarifies the debate and carries it forward.Marx's position has become embedded in
our culture, in the form of constant reminders as to how our fast-changing technologies will alter our lives.
Yet historians who have looked closely at where technologies really come from generally support the
proposition that technologies are not autonomous but are social products, susceptible to democratic controls.
The issue is crucial for democratic theory. These essays tackle it head-on, offering a deep look at all the
shadings of determinism and assessing determinist models in a wide variety of historical
contexts.Contributors : Bruce Bimber. Richard W. Bulliet. Robert L. Heilbroner. Thomas P. Hughes. Leo
Marx. Thomas J. Misa. Peter C. Perdue. Philip Scranton. Merritt Roe Smith. Michael L. Smith. John M.
Staudenmaier. Rosalind Williams.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma of Technological
Determinism.

Jetta Butler:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma of Technological
Determinism book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer regarding Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma of
Technological Determinism content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma of Technological Determinism is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Earl Sanders:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma of Technological Determinism, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Ann Wheeler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Does Technology Drive History? The Dilemma



of Technological Determinism, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.
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