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Essays on the formation of Israeli state and society during the twentieth century.

Through the Lens of Israel illuminates Israeli history through the use of the author's unique state-in-society
approach, and, at the same time, refines, develops, and expands that approach. The book provides a window
for the formation of Israeli state and society during the twentieth century, while using the Israeli experience
to ask how social scientists can better investigate and understand other societies as well. Three central
themes of Israeli history are at the core of the analysis--state formation, society formation, and the mutually
constitutive roles of state and society. By analyzing how Israel's state and society continually reconstruct one
another, Migdal addresses larger questions with resonance far beyond Israel: How do particular societies and
states end up with their distinctive character? How are the rules that shape everyday behavior determined?
Who gains from these rules and who loses? And how and when do these rules and patterns of privilege
change?

"This is one of the most original and important books on Israel in years--a rare work of first-class scholarship
that is so well written it can be read with profit by the educated reader, students, and scholars." -- Myron J.
Aronoff, author of Power and Ritual in the Israel Labor Party: A Study in Political Anthropology

"Fascinating, readable, and highly original. Combines a mastery of the Israeli case with far-reaching
theoretical insights." -- Eva Bellin, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Johnson:

Often the book Through the Lens of Israel: Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli
Studies) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Through the Lens of
Israel: Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Stephanie Armstrong:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Through the Lens of
Israel: Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Through the
Lens of Israel: Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) become your starter.

Jason Cook:

The book untitled Through the Lens of Israel: Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli
Studies) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored
by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.

Joseph Lee:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Through the Lens of Israel:
Explorations in State and Society (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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