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In theory and practice, the notion of fairness is far from simple. The principle is often elusive and subject to
confusion, even in institutions of law, usage, and custom. In Fairness, Nicholas Rescher aims to liberate this
concept from misunderstandings by showing how its definitive characteristics prevent it from being absorbed
by such related conceptions as paternalistic benevolence, radical egalitarianism, and social harmonization.
Rescher demonstrates that equality before the state is an instrument of justice, not of social utility or public
welfare, and argues that the notion of fairness stops well short of a literal egalitarianism.

Rescher disposes of the confusions arising from economists' penchant to focus on individual preferences,
from decision theorists' concern for averting envy, and from political theorists' sympathy for egalitarianism.
In their place he shows how the idea of distributive equity forms the core of the concept of fairness in
matters of distributive justice. The coordination of shares with valid claims is the crux of the concept of
fairness. In Rescher's view, this means that the pursuit of fairness requires objective rather than subjective
evaluation of the goods being shared. This is something quite different from subjective equity based on the
personal evaluation of goods by those laying claim to them. Insofar as subjective equity is a concern, the
appropriate procedure for its realization is a process of maximum value distribution. Further, Rescher
demonstrates that in matters of distributive justice, the distinction between new ownership and preexisting
ownership is pivotal and calls for proceeding on very different principles depending on the case. How one
should proceed depends on context, and what is adjudged fair is pragmatic, in that there are different
requirements for effectiveness in achieving the aims and purposes of the sort of distribution that is intended.

Rescher concludes that fairness is a fundamentally ethical concept. Its distinctive modus operandi contrasts
sharply with the aims of paternalism, preference-maximizing, or economic advantage. Fairness will be of
interest to philosophers, economists, and political scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever they
have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Fairness: Theory & Practice of Distributive Justice.

Linda Porter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Fairness: Theory & Practice of Distributive
Justice is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Mattie:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Fairness: Theory & Practice of Distributive
Justice as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Fairness: Theory & Practice of Distributive Justice to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Kelsey Jimenez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Fairness: Theory & Practice of
Distributive Justice to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Fairness: Theory & Practice of Distributive Justice can to be
your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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