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"J.J. was born for music," Jean-Jacques Rousseau wrote of himself, "not to be consumed in its execution, but
to speed its progress and make discoveries about it. His ideas on the art and about the art are fertile,
inexhaustible." Rousseau was a practicing musician and theorist for years before publication of his first
Discourse, but until now scholars have neglected these ideas.

This graceful translation remedies both those failings by bringing together the Essay, which John T. Scott
says "most clearly displays the juncture between Rousseau's musical theory and his major philosophical
works," with a comprehensive selection of the musical writings. Many of the latter are responses to authors
like Rameau, Grimm, and Raynal, and a unique feature of this edition is the inclusion of writings by these
authors to help establish the historical and ideological contexts of Rousseau's writings and the intellectual
exchanges of which they are a part.

With an introduction that provides historical background, traces the development of Rousseau's musical
theory, and shows that these writings are not an isolated part of his oeuvre but instead are animated by the
same "system," this volume fashions a much-needed portal through which literary scholars, musicologists,
historians, and political theorists can enter into an important but hitherto overlooked chamber of Rousseau's
vast intellectual palace.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Powell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Essay on the Origin of
Languages and Writings Related to Music (Collected Writings of Rousseau)? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Drew Poland:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Essay on the Origin of Languages and Writings
Related to Music (Collected Writings of Rousseau) as your daily resource information.

Barbara Mobley:

The book Essay on the Origin of Languages and Writings Related to Music (Collected Writings of
Rousseau) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Mary Adams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Essay on the Origin of Languages and
Writings Related to Music (Collected Writings of Rousseau) guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still skepticism Essay on the Origin of Languages and Writings Related to Music (Collected Writings of
Rousseau) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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