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In wildlife, fisheries, forestry, and range management departments around the country, natural resource
scientists and their students advance understanding of the natural world largely through the collection and
analysis of data. These students learn how to acquire data in the field and analyze them using modeling and
other statistical methods.

What they do not learn, contends author Fred S. Guthery, is what science means as an intellectual pursuit and
where natural resource science fits in the scientific tradition. He argues that without education about the
nature and philosophy of science, the wildlife field has become enamored with its methodologies at the
expense of gaining real knowledge, leading to what some have characterized as “a crisis in how wildlife
science is pursued.” With A Primer on Natural Resource Science, Guthery intends to put learning about the
nature of science into the natural resource scientist’s university curriculum.

In the first part of the book, “Perspectives,” Guthery describes the principles of the scientific endeavor,
discussing the nature of reasoning, of facts, of creativity and critical thinking. In the second part, “Practice,”
he presents the “mechanics” of science, explaining the roles of experiment, observation, models, and
statistics. He also demystifies the essential activity of publishing, telling students and researchers why they
must do it and how to do it successfully.

Throughout the book, Guthery uses his long experience and the body of his own research to relate the
philosophical underpinnings of science to the realities of field biology. By providing real-life examples in the
practice of natural resource science, Guthery offers practical, occasionally painful, and sometimes humorous
lessons on the human urge to know about nature through science.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Parrish:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual A Primer on Natural Resource
Science is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Violet Shook:

The e-book untitled A Primer on Natural Resource Science is the publication that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of A Primer on Natural Resource Science from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Leslie Woodson:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book A Primer on Natural Resource Science. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Elaine Harvey:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book A Primer on Natural Resource Science we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book A Primer on Natural Resource
Science. You can more inviting than now.
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