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The Cold War did not culminate in World War III as so many in the 1950s and 1960s feared, yet it spawned
a host of military engagements that affected millions of lives. This book is the first comprehensive,
multinational overview of military affairs during the early Cold War, beginning with conflicts during World
War II in Warsaw, Athens, and Saigon and ending with the Cuban Missile Crisis.

A major theme of this account is the relationship between government policy and military preparedness and
strategy. Author Jonathan M. House tells of generals engaging in policy confrontations with their
governments’ political leaders—among them Anthony Eden, Nikita Khrushchev, and John F.
Kennedy—many of whom made military decisions that hamstrung their own political goals. In the pressure-
cooker atmosphere of atomic preparedness, politicians as well as soldiers seemed instinctively to prefer
military solutions to political problems. And national security policies had military implications that took on
a life of their own. The invasion of South Korea convinced European policy makers that effective deterrence
and containment required building up and maintaining credible forces. Desire to strengthen the North
Atlantic alliance militarily accelerated the rearmament of West Germany and the drive for its sovereignty.

In addition to examining the major confrontations, nuclear and conventional, between Washington, Moscow,
and Beijing—including the crises over Berlin and Formosa—House traces often overlooked military
operations against the insurgencies of the era, such as French efforts in Indochina and Algeria and British
struggles in Malaya, Kenya, Cyprus, and Aden. Now, more than fifty years after the events House describes,
understanding the origins and trajectory of the Cold War is as important as ever. By the late 1950s, the
United States had sent forces to Vietnam and the Middle East, setting the stage for future conflicts in both
regions. House’s account of the complex relationship between diplomacy and military action directly relates
to the insurgencies, counterinsurgencies, and confrontations that now occupy our attention across the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cancel:

The book A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a good thing like a book A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A
Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Derek McCaleb:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book A Military History of the
Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962
(Campaigns and Commanders Series). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Ronnie Johnson:

The reserve untitled A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) is
the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Antonio Sisson:

Typically the book A Military History of the Cold War, 1944–1962 (Campaigns and Commanders Series)
has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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