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The artistry of nonfiction is the great unexplored territory of contemporary criticism. Although the American
book clubs now emphasize nonfiction and The New York Times Book Review publishes almost three times as
many reviews of nonfiction as fiction, critical appreciation of this work has lagged behind. The Art of Fact is
the first comprehensive examination of five of today's most popular and important nonfiction artists: Gay
Talese, Tom Wolfe, John McPhee, Joan Didion, and Norman Mailer. By discussing contemporary literary
nonfiction in relation to the early prose narrative forms and to the news/novels of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, the opening chapter defines the discourse known as literary or artistic nonfiction. Dr.
Lounsberry then describes four characteristics of literary nonfiction and grounds these characteristics in
contemporary works.

The five chapters which follow this introduction thoroughly examine the works of five prominent,
contemporary nonfiction artists. While critics to date have tended to focus on only one or two of each
writer's works, these chapters trace themes across each writer's entire body of work and even project likely
future directions, given current artistic trajectories. Also addressed is the role of literary nonfiction in the
American literary tradition and how each of the five writers exemplifies a strand of nonfiction narrative. The
Art of Fact draws from personal interviews with Gay Talese and John McPhee and includes new
interpretations of the works of Tom Wolfe, Joan Didion and Norman Mailer as well as unpublished material
from Gay Talese's current book-in-progress. The Art of Fact is a timely call for critical appreciation of the
artistry of nonfiction and offers valuable insights to both students and fans of contemporary nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The book The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and Penology)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good
thing like a book The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and
Penology)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and Penology) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jake Leslie:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of
Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and Penology) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and
Penology) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Francis Mason:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and Penology)
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Maureen Smiley:

You can obtain this The Art of Fact: Contemporary Artists of Nonfiction (Contributions in Criminology and
Penology) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself



to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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