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This volume contains eleven articles and book chapters written by John Wippel since the publication of his
Metaphysical Themes in Thomas Aquinas in 1984. Many of them have also been published since the
completion of his The Metaphysical Thought of Thomas Aquinas: From Finite Being to Uncreated Being. It
is intended to serve as a complement to but not as a substitute for those volumes.

The essays considered in this volume range widely over many different topics such as the possibility of a
Christian philosophy from a Thomistic perspective, the Latin Avicenna as a source for Aquinas's
metaphysics, truth in Thomas Aquinas (including truth in the intellect and truth of being), and Platonism and
Aristotelianism in Aquinas's metaphysics. Several of them consider certain important axioms or adages used
by Aquinas in developing his metaphysical thought, and still another investigates Aquinas's intention in
writing his Commentary on Aristotle's Metaphysics. Others examine Aquinas's views on whether created
agents can cause esse, whether divine omnipotence can be demonstrated philosophically, and whether
Aquinas has successfully shown on philosophical grounds that God is free to create or whether because of
his goodness he had to create. All of them are concerned in one way or another with important aspects of
Aquinas's metaphysics.

Wippel bases his interpretations on a close reading of Aquinas's texts, taking into account certain difficulties
that arise from some of those texts, along with other current and sometimes quite divergent readings. While
Wippel argues for a strong Platonic-Neoplatonic influence on Aquinas's metaphysics along with the widely
recognized influence of Aristotle, he concludes that Aquinas's metaphysics cannot be reduced to any of these
earlier sources but is a truly original production by Thomas himself.

John F. Wippel, Theodore Basselin Professor of Philosophy at the Catholic University of America and
recipient of the prestigious Aquinas Medal from the American Catholic Philosophical Association, has
written several books including The Metaphysical Thought of Thomas Aquinas and Metaphysical Themes in
Thomas Aquinas (both published by CUA Press).

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:



"[O]ne finds precise and detailed analyses of some of the most important notions and principles in Aquinas's
metaphysics.... It presents a very careful and comprehensive explication of Aquinas's texts on truth.... With
this fine collection of essays John Wippel has once again put scholars of medieval philosophy in his debt.
Specialists will find much to profit from in these essays; students new to the field will find in them a reliable
and trustworthy guide to Aquinas's metaphysical thought." -- Mark Gossiaux, Review of Metaphysics
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Metaphysical Themes in Thomas Aquinas II (Studies
Philosophy History Philosophy).

Christopher Forney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book
allowed Metaphysical Themes in Thomas Aquinas II (Studies Philosophy History Philosophy)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Ann Goddard:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Metaphysical Themes in Thomas Aquinas II (Studies
Philosophy History Philosophy) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Douglas Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Metaphysical Themes in
Thomas Aquinas II (Studies Philosophy History Philosophy) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's see.
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