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Religion is universal human culture. No phenomenon is more widely shared or more intensely studied, yet
there is no agreement on what religion is. Now, in Faces in the Clouds, anthropologist Stewart Guthrie
provides a provocative definition of religion in a bold and persuasive new theory.
Guthrie says religion can best be understood as systematic anthropomorphism--that is, the attribution of
human characteristics to nonhuman things and events. Many writers see anthropomorphism as common or
even universal in religion, but few think it is central. To Guthrie, however, it is fundamental. Religion, he
writes, consists of seeing the world as humanlike.
As Guthrie shows, people find a wide range of humanlike beings plausible: Gods, spirits, abominable
snowmen, HAL the computer, Chiquita Banana. We find messages in random events such as earthquakes,
weather, and traffic accidents. We say a fire "rages," a storm "wreaks vengeance," and waters "lie still."
Guthrie says that our tendency to find human characteristics in the nonhuman world stems from a deep-
seated perceptual strategy: in the face of pervasive (if mostly unconscious) uncertainty about what we see,
we bet on the most meaningful interpretation we can. If we are in the woods and see a dark shape that might
be a bear or a boulder, for example, it is good policy to think it is a bear. If we are mistaken, we lose little,
and if we are right, we gain much. So, Guthrie writes, in scanning the world we always look for what most
concerns us--livings things, and especially, human ones. Even animals watch for human attributes, as when
birds avoid scarecrows. In short, we all follow the principle--better safe than sorry.
Marshalling a wealth of evidence from anthropology, cognitive science, philosophy, theology, advertising,
literature, art, and animal behavior, Guthrie offers a fascinating array of examples to show how this
perceptual strategy pervades secular life and how it characterizes religious experience. Challenging the very
foundations of religion, Faces in the Clouds forces us to take a new look at this fundamental element of
human life.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

The book Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Faces
in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Keri Yokum:

This book untitled Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Sylvia Medina:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of
Religion, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Janelle Ramirez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Faces in
the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion will give you new experience in reading a book.
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