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Critics of Piers Plowman have often behaved as if the great fourteenth-century English poem were written
by committee, Written Work marks a major shift in orientation by focusing on William Langland instead of
Piers Plowman.

The five original historicist studies collected here are less concerned with searching for Langland's identity
in medieval records than with examining the marks, even scars, left on him by the history he touched. Derek
Pearsall studies what Langland knew about London—its geography, economics, and social life—and the way
his focus on the city shifted in the course of revising the poem. Kathryn Kerby-Fulton examines the
conditions for authorship and publishing in late fourteenth-century England and uncovers evidence of
Langland's struggles to attract patronage and maintain control over the text and circulation of Piers.

Anne Middleton's stunning chapter explores how the long shadow of fourteenth-century labor laws fell
across Langland as he reworked his text. Ralph Hanna III examines the conflicting demands of manual and
intellectual labor on the poet, while Lawrence M. Clopper uncovers the deep impressions that contemporary
controversies about Franciscan poverty made on Langland and his life-work. Each of the chapters unfolds
from Langland's apologia, the extraordinary autobiographical passage unique to the last of the three distinct
versions of Piers Plowman that have come down to us.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Written Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship (The Middle Ages
Series) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving Written Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship (The Middle Ages
Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Written
Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship (The Middle Ages Series) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Charles Malone:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Written
Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship (The Middle Ages Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Carl Kile:

Typically the book Written Work: Langland, Labor, and Authorship (The Middle Ages Series) has a lot info
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

Harold Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Written Work: Langland, Labor, and
Authorship (The Middle Ages Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its called reading friends.
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